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òOur Mission is to honor those who served us, serve those who honor us, and shape 
the character of Americaõs future.ó 

I hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving and hope all will have a great Christmas and a Happy New Year!  By 
the time you read this, our Post would will have held its Christmas Party and many of you would have missed 
our great company as well as free pizza!  Didnõt know about it?  Well, this just goes to show that you need to 
either give me your email address, attend our meetings or check our web site, alpost245.org, to keep informed.  
If you give me your email address, you will also help us save on postage and printing costs for the newsletter. 

Speaking of Thanksgiving, three of our members (Jerry Davis, Bill Idsinga and myself) collected food donations 
for our local Fishline just before Thanksgiving and in less than four hours, we collected 471 lbs. and $70 in 
donations.  You couldnõt believe the inside of my pickup, I hardly had a place to sit and drive!!  

We are trying something new this year and I hope it works.  Instead of donating your old items to Goodwill, 
how about giving them to Good Life Consignment in the name of American Legion Post 245?  If you do this, 
our Post will receive at least 75% of their selling price.  Good Life Consignment has agreed to give us free space 
in their store located on 8254 Hwy. 104 in Kingston, just down from Albertsons.  They will also pick up if you 
call them at 360-881-0033.  Items donated will be tax deductible.  In order to make their job easier, it would be 
great if you would put a price tag on the items at a fair price so they will sell.  They donõt accept street clothes 
or shoes but will take specialized recreational wear.   

Consider this a year-round fund raiser for our Post so stop by Good Life Consignment with a few items and you 
might also see something there at a price you canõt ignore.  I hope this fund raiser will be a success.  

Finally, while I was at the Kitsap Country Veterans Day Ceremony, I came across two wonderful programs cre-
ated for veterans; ôHabitat for Humanity-Repair Corpsõ (sponsored by Habitat for Humanity International and 
The Home Depot Foundation) and  ôProject New Hopeõ (a 501c3 non-profit corporation and also sponsored by 
the Lions Foundation).  I included more information on these two programs inside this newsletter.  Pass along 
the information about these two programs to your veteran friends. 

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!-----Don 

Commanderôs Corner by Don Spinar  
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1st. Vice Corner by jerry davis  

Legionnaires - Just an update on the Poppies.  I have ordered and received 1,000 Poppies for the Viking Fest 

Celebration next May.  During the upcoming months, I will be circulating a sign-up sheet asking for volun-

teers to pass out Poppies on the 18th and 19th of May, 2012.  Please keep these dates open so that we can 

have a good turnout to try and collect money for the Veterans, in the upcoming year.  Also, I've had an idea 

that we might have a Car Wash to raise more funds for the Post (this would take place when the weather 

warms, of course).  If we got some advertising out that it was for Veterans, I think we could do real well 

raising funds. If you have any feedback or comments, please feel free to let me or the other Officers know 

your thoughts. You can e-mail me at jerryump@comcast.net or call me at (360) 697-9425. 

Remember that if you haven't renewed your dues yet that we are asking you to please do so.  We ap-

preciate everyone of you and we need your participation to make this Post run. You are the ones that make 

this Post what it is.  Without you folks, we can't make things happen for the Veterans. WE NEED 

YOU!!  When you go to renew your dues please send them to the Post or contact one of us and we can pick 

them up for you. Remember that your dues go for a good cause, The Veterans!!  That is one of the things I 

like to tell people that donate to us - Every penny of your donation (100%) goes back to the Veterans and 

the Veterans programs that we have.  Not one penny goes into anyone's pocket. Hope to see you at the next 

meeting! 

  

Jerry Davis 

HABITAT REPAIR-CORPS 

At our last November meeting, Denny Smith of Habitat for Humanity ï Kitsap County gave us an 

overview of a wonderful new program for eligible veterans called óRepair Corpsô.  This is a pilot 

program and Kitsap Country is one of only twenty sites in the US chosen for its inaugural debut. 

The program is modeled after Habitat for Humanity, but its purpose is to help veterans who need to make 

critical home repairs (e.g. roof, electrical, plumbing, heating, structural problems). If you are approved, you 

are eligible for a 4-yr. zero per cent loan not to exceed $10K.  The Home Deport Foundation, partnering with 

Habitat for Humanity International, provides a grant for the needed materials. 

Some requirements are: 

¶ Youôre a veteran with an Honorable or General Discharge. 

¶ The home is owner occupied. 

¶ You make less than 80% of the average median family income. 

¶ You have the ability to repay the loan. 

¶ You are willing to perform a portion of the labor, if you are able. 

 

If you satisfy the above, contact Habitat for Humanity-Kitsap at 360-550-2447 or email  

familyservices@kitsaphabitat.org to arrange for a discussion with the Repair Corps team and fill out an ap-

plication. 

mailto:jerryump@comcast.net
mailto:familyservices@kitsaphabitat.org


 

  

"You, you, and 
you ... Panic. 
The rest of you, 
come with me." 
ð U.S. Marine 
Corp Gunnery 
Sgt. 
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PROJECT NEW HOPE 

Military Family Retreats 

Project New Hope exists to provide veteran retreats for fami-

lies or couples through a wilderness getaway.  

 

It is their goal to provide veterans and their families with talks talks 

and discussions about issues they care about, which hopefully and discussions about issues they care about, which hopefully 

lead to improved skills and tools for managing liveslead to improved skills and tools for managing lives, , repair of 

relationships is a primary goal. And of course, to have fun in 

the process! 

The process of healing and understanding is a vital component to life success after the war.  Each family 

member will deal with what happened in their own way.  Returning soldiers face the challenge of transi-

tion from war footing to civilian home life.  Often it can seem as though people expect them to pick up 

where theyôd been, as though nothing had changed.  Spouses may struggle with changes in the home and 

children may lack the maturity to adjust to the absence of the parent and then their return.   

Retreat Locations 

Project New Hope tries to have all retreats in beautiful wooded and secluded locations because of the 

peaceful and serene quality of nature.  When people are dealing with PTSD, wounds of all kinds and rela-

tionship issues, this kind of environment can help the healing process 

 

There is no cost to participants, because people in the community and organizations sponsor guests and 

pay the nonrefundable fees and costs. 

For more information, go to www.ProjectNewHopeWA.org or mail: 

Project New Hope 

P.O. Box 5532 

Lacey, WA. 98509 

                                                                                 Sergeant at Arms Phil Wilson draping our charter in memory of Birger Sather. 


